- — """‘"“’"7 ARN . - 2awa ‘
,S—[-)repc‘:-lrasmfledfr} Part - Sanltlzed Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr 2014/03/19 : CIA-RDP68-00046R000200020051-0

 Cire: m. 90,924

" Front Edit Other

‘ Page Page Page
. ¢

. Date; APR18 1958 J.,;,_#_;,_,
Sowets Underestlmated (3

A warning not to be taken lightly can be
. found in the testimony of Gen. Walter Bedell -

Smith before the Senate Axmca Sérvxce‘s SUD-

committee. - 8
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Gen. Smith was Gen. Elsenhowex S chxef
of staff during World War II and then headed ' i

the Centyal Intelligence Agency, America’s “spy i
service,” “%M’CW“

\
The retired Army officer hdmithed that he
J and.“a gxeat number of othexs undexestlmated
! the Soviets’ capacity to a1m_followmg World
War II. He made the statement to underline
+. his conviction that Russ:a now can compete
* on an even footmg with . the United States in,
turning out txamed ;ﬁsonnel and in ploduc-
ing modem weapons

Gen. Smith’s testimony affirms what has
-been increasingly obvious over the years—that
Russia’s inventions and technologlcal advances
on such things as the A-bomb and the H-bomb
have 1epeated1y surprised us. If-the “spy serv-
ice” -of our counfry was unaware of these ad-
vances it is no wonder our government and
our people were’ caught flat-footed.

) In war and plepaxatlon for war ‘there is
nothing more dangerous than undelestunatmg
the capabilities of the foe. This very thing led ;
hoth Germany and Japan into wars that @

, broved dlsastlous .

The lesson should not, be taken hghtly as " ]

America “girds her giefenscsdox any, future.f

d eventuality, Tt
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